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We went to a share house near Omiya
Koyasu Shrine. Five people are living there
now. They came from other prefectures.

Mr. Yoshida started the house to offer a place
to live for people who come to Oguni from
other places.

He also started a new business model. He
made a system for people to have multiple
jobs easily. With this system, people can
choose jobs according to seasons or their
Interests. They look happy because they can
do what they want to do.
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Please try Pori Pori !!

Do you know the bean snack “Hidenmane
Pori Pori”? The standard is a salty flavor. This
is the most popular. There's also a sweet one.
The beans are coated with sugar. Spicy flavor
beans go well with alcohol. We tried all of them
and they were very delicious. The bean snacks
sometimes come in small pebble shaped
Japanese rice crackers called "Arare". If you
start to eat "Hidenmame Pori Pori," you can't
stop. Please give it a try!
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Miso’s love triangle

One day we met Miso’s love triangle. “Koji”
commonly used for miso, is made from rice.
But the Oguni Town Agricultural Promotion
Company also uses a different type of Koji
made from sticky rice. It makes miso sweeter.
The combination of miso and sticky rice has
been wonderful. But we heard a shocking fact.

This company is trying to make a new
combination; miso and mushrooms. The new
combination called “Kikurage Miso” is good for
eating with rice. Mr. Takahashi, the leader of
the company, values the use of local products
so he wanted to make a new product using
mushrooms grown in Oguni town. So miso,
sticky rice, and mushrooms are making a love
triangle now!
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What is “Camp Mochi”?

We researched the Oguni Town
Agricultural Promotion Company. They
make mochi and miso in Oguni town. Once
they made “Kirimochi”, cut mochi, but it
was too large and wasn’t for the people in
the city. So they made a new item that was
easy to eat. It is called "“Camp Mochi”. You
should put It In cup soup and cup ramen.
The mochi melts fast, happily in your
mouth. If you'd like to grilled mochi, you
can grill it with bacon and cheese in a hot
sandwich maker. It's very delicious and
makes you smile when you eat It.
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History of Omiya Koyasu Shrine

Omiya Koyasu Shrine has a long history, but
young people in Oguni don’t know its history
and no one talks about it. This is a problem.
This time we learned about its history at Omiya
Koyasu Shrine. The shrine was built 1,310
years ago in 712.

There is a connection with the Okuni shrine in
Shizuoka Prefecture. There are five gods at
Omiya Koyasu Shrine. People thank nature,
pray for giving birth easily, and good marriage.
It is wonderful that we have kept this shrine
until now.
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Pray for healthy children to be born

Did you know that there are many pillows in
Omiya Koyasu Shrine? They are called “Anzan
pillows”. People borrow the pillow to wish for a
healthy childbirth. If healthy children are born,
people make a new pillow and give it to the
shrine. It is called the “Anzan pillow” custom.
The god of the shrine, a spirit of birth, is known
for its “Musubi Power”. “Musubi” means
bringing people together. The spirit does this
not just by bringing families together with new
children but by connecting families through the
“Anzan pillow” custom.
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Bringing Together People in Harmony and
Peace

What do you imagine when you hear the word
“festival”? We thought it meant an event with
food stalls. But it wasn’t. We talked to the priest
and learned that the original meanings of
festivals were celebrating gods. He thinks that it
is important to pass down the souls of Japanese
people through festivals. Shrines also have a
role to keep people’s harmony in the region.
People living around the shrine make
“Shimenawa” thick rope they display in front of
the shrine, together. | felt it was very nice to
have a place where people can interact with
each other. We thought we should live life
without forgetting the feeling of gratitude.




